Monthly Storytelling Series

on Zoom!

Monday, May 10, 2021: Online!

ABOUT THE STORYTELLING SERIES
Our monthly storytelling series is all about community engagement. We
believe that stories impact change, that we better our world by coming
together to learn about our shared and unique experiences. While we may
be forced physically apart for some time to come, we are very much together
in spirit.
As you can imagine, many of our artists and theatres are struggling right
now. If you are in a position to help, please consider “tipping” our presenting
artists and others you may know through their PayPal and Venmo accounts,
along with donating to your favorite local theatres and arts organizations.
So many of our colleagues are creating virtual programming, maintaining
salaries and benefits with no earned revenue feasible for months. Please,
help us help them open the doors on the other side of this!

UNDISCOVERED WORKS NEEDS YOUR STORIES!

Are you a creative artist looking for an opportunity to share new work?
We’d love to consider including you in our monthly series! Please contact
us at leaha@undiscoveredworks.org.
Undiscovered Works is dedicated to supporting artists as they develop plays,
music, monologues, comedy, and film. Our monthly storytelling series presents
work in all stages of development, bringing together voices from across our
community. Our ensemble-based Off and Off-Off Broadway productions bring
to light the social issues of our times, all the while entertaining and inspiring
dialogue.

TONIGHT’S LINE-UP
NINE LIVES

a snippet from a screenplay-in-progress by Jennifer Dean
read by Sienna Aczon, Julie Hayes, Jack Karp,
Vivienne Leheny, and Eric Rice
Cat, a middle-aged superhero, finds herself on her ninth life and has to
learn to cope with her life post-powers.

BLESS THIS MESS

a novel-in-progress written & read by Reed Seifer
It’s 1980s suburbia and an upwardly-mobile Jewish family strives for
perfection, while kvetching about everything else.
* Q&A with the writers follows our presentation. *

TONIGHT’S STORYTELLERS
Sienna Aczon (Stacy, Nine Lives) (she/her) is a Filipino-American multidisciplinary artist born and raised in Honolulu, HI and currently based in
New York, NY. It is her mission to support and collaborate with fellow AAPI
and BIPOC artists, especially Filipino/x/a, and further push for diversity and
representation across all disciplines. On May 19-22, she will perform at The
Dixon Place in NEW MONY!—a spiritual sci-fi puppet show created by Maria
Camia. Other recent projects include Stuck the Web-Series (Mia) on IGTV
@stuckthewebseries and YouTube, and The Princess and the Witch Boy (Creator)
on all music streaming platforms including Spotify, Apple Music, and Amazon
Music. @miss.sepa

Jennifer Dean (writer, Nine Lives) currently works as an editor and has worked
as an actor, director, and producer in theatre and film - and wrote a thesis on
women making movies in America, interviewing a ton of incredible people
(the2ndSexandthe7thArt.com). She is always happy telling stories in whatever
way she can. More info: jenniferdean.biz.

Julie Hays (Caitlin, Nine Lives) is an actor, writer, and voice over artist who
grew up in and lives in New York City. Her first life was as a dancer in the New
York City Ballet, performing at Lincoln Center and across Europe, before she
transitioned into acting and writing. She has been in many, many plays, and
is particularly proud of the roles she has originated. You can see her on the
big and small screen, most recently in The Blacklist, Motherless Brooklyn, Little
Boxes and Gotham. Julie’s writing life includes the play Home Therapy Kit (which
she also acted in), produced at the Atlantic Theater and a finalist for the HBO
Comedy Festival; Carli Anne Songbyrd Baker, part of The Midtown International
Theater Festival and nominated for Best Playwriting and Directing; Years
May Go, produced in Westport CT; and Sort of Like Julie... Only Worse, which
premiered at the Midtown International Theater Festival. Julie was selected
as a participating artist in the New Group Theater’s Writing Workshop. Her
recent play, Everything Dark in This World, had a live Zoom reading at Theater
for the New City’s On Air series and during the pandemic she wrote the comedy
webseries Kurtis on Zoom. Follow Julie on Instagram (@the_real_jumeha) and
Twitter (@jumeha). Her IMDb link: imdb.me/juliehays.
Jack Karp (Melvin, Nine Lives) has had his plays produced in New York,
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, Pittsburgh, and across the country as
well as in Canada. His play Incendiary Agents has been produced at the New
Ohio Theatre in New York City (2013) and the Morgan Opera House (2018).
Irreversible, which was developed at the Great Plains Theatre Conference and
the Ashland New Plays Festival, was produced by Red Fern Theatre in New
York (2015) and Counterweight Theatre Lab in Colorado (2018). Jack’s plays
have also appeared in the Pittsburgh New Works Festival, the Samuel French
Off-Off-Broadway Short Play Festival, Luna Stage’s New Moon Festival, and the

New York International Fringe Festival. Jack has also won the David Mamet
Playwrighting Competition at the American Conservatory Theatre in San
Francisco, the Mario Fratti-Fred Newman Political Playwriting Contest, Best
Play at MadLab Theatre’s Divide & Conquer Festival, and the Gloria Ann Barnell
Peter Playwright Competition, among other awards. Jack has an M.F.A. in
creative writing from American University, is a founding member of Crosstown
Playwrights, the Nylon Fusion Writer’s Collective, and The Story Gym, and is a
member of the Dramatists Guild.

Vivienne Leheny (Erika, Nine Lives) When not hiding out in her COVIDbunker, Vivienne works as an actor and audiobook narrator. Her most recent
appearance on the big screen was as the “Snarky Wedding Guest” in After the
Wedding, when she had the audacity to mock Julianne Moore. (Let it be said,
Ms. Moore was exceedingly gracious.) In addition to Snarky Wedding Guests,
Vivienne has portrayed romantic hero alien gladiators/warriors/cyborgs as
well as elves, orcs and dragons in her audiobook narrations. For more nonessential nonsense: VivienneLeheny.com.

Eric Rice (Jeremy, Nine Lives) NY credits include: the NY Premiere of Kurt
Vonnegut’s Mother Night (dir. Brian Katz, 59E59); Incendiary Agents (dir. Peter
Jensen, New Ohio Theatre); Sort of Like Julie... Only Worse (dir. Kelly Hutchinson,
Abingdon Theatre); Orson’s Shadow (dir. Lauren Reinhard, Theatre Row);
Riverside Symphony (dir. Hondo Weiss-Richmond, Robert Moss Theatre);
Henry IV, Parts 1 & 2 (dir. Elyzabeth Gorman) and Henry V (dir. Melisa Annis)
- RST/Prospect Park Alliance. Film: In-Between (dir. Kanchalee Wijakpaisarn);
Stanley’s Thanksgiving (dir. Micah Paisner); Fear of Heights, To Live Forever
and Still Life (dir. Jennifer Dean); Just Love (dir. Charles Peirce); Peeling Apples
on Your Own (dir. Nisan Dağ); Game Night (dir. David Ketterer). Web series:
Awkwardly (prod. Nikki Coble). BA, Applied Arts & Sciences, Drama, Emphasis
in Acting, SDSU (US Army GI Bill). AEA, SAG-AFTRA. Social: @riceunderwater.
More info: riceunderwater.com and imdb.me/ericrice. (he/him)

Reed Seifer (writer, Bless This Mess) is a multi-dimensional artist whose work
spans from the colossal to the inconspicuous. His work appears in unexpected
places and interacts with the audience in unanticipated intimate ways. Reed’s
most widely experienced work is the “optimism Metrocard” — in which 14
million Metrocards were circulated with a single word, “optimism,” on the
reverse. His first book, 8 Days of Yiddishkeit, was published in 2017.

HELP SUPPORT OUR COLLEAGUES

If you’re able, please consider tipping our participating artists via their
Venmo accounts:
• Sienna Aczon: Venmo @sienna-aczon
• Julie Hays: Venmo @Jumeha
• Reed Seifer: Venmo @Reed-Seifer

THIS MONTH’S NON-PROFIT PARTNER

This month’s featured non-profit is HERE Arts Center, building an inclusive community that nurtures artists of all backgrounds as they disrupt
conventional expectations to create innovative performances in theatre, dance, music, puppetry, media, and visual art. By providing these
genre-blending artists with an adaptive, flexible home for developing and
producing their work, HERE shares a range of perspectives reflective of
the complexity of our city. HERE welcomes curious audiences to witness
groundbreaking performances, responsive to the world in which we live,
at free and affordable prices.
https://here.org/

OUR 2020 NON-PROFIT PARTNERS

The Jean Moye Dark Fund
for Black Women/Femmes
+ TGNC Artists

Trauma and Resiliency
Resources (TRR)

SPECIAL THANKS

Dave Ampola, for designing our Undiscovered Works logo and banner.
Vincent Gagliostro, for designing our Mixology logo and banner.

Our Next

MONTHLY STORYTELLING EVENT
Monday, June 14, 2021
@ 7:30 PM EDT on ZOOM!

June programming is underway - contact us if you’d like to be considered for
a slot! Be sure to follow us on social media and sign our mailing list at
undiscoveredworks.org to get all the updates!

Our Next

MIXOLOGY

Sunday, June 27, 2021
@ 5:00 PM EDT on ZOOM!

ENJOYING THE WORK? FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
undiscoveredworks.org
facebook.com/undiscoveredworks

@undiscoveredworksnyc

While we are not able to gather together in person tonight, New York’s arts
community remains committed to being a source of support for all of us as
we navigate a new reality we’d hoped we’d only ever know through novels
and history books. We normally gather at Dixon Place’s lounge, a staple of
the downtown theatre scene for over three decades, where we remind you
to stay hydrated and know that every dollar you spend at the lounge goes
directly back into supporting the thousands of artists Dixon Place hosts
every year. Well, it’s more important than ever to stay hydrated and Dixon
Place needs our support more than ever to open its doors to all of us as soon
as it becomes safe to gather again. Please, if you’re able, consider making
a donation - perhaps the cost of that drink at:
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35526/store/donations/35403

